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Hello South East Region,
First of all, a very Happy New Year! Let’s hope 2022 is a good year for all of us and for pickleball.

Pilot Interclub League

David Bungard, Andre Strachan and | are very excited to announce that the draw has now been made for
the Surrey and Surrounding Area Interclub Pickleball League (SSIPL). This is the pilot league, which,
assuming, it is successful, we hope to roll out to other Counties. There are two Divisions with two Groups
in each Division. A total of 26 Teams have entered and over 230 players have registered for the League.
Creative Team names include Wassps Hornets, SLAP HAPPY, London Pickleball Dragons, POW Alcatraz and
Fleet Aces Diamonds. The draw took place on the 15" January and the League itself commences on 15t
February. Good luck to all the Teams and have fun.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwX4cgeSUoA

Club Showcase
The month we have chosen to showcase London Pickleball which was started by Lou Stephens just prior to
lockdown.

The ethos of the Club is to attract and develop new players and during the sessions the more experienced
players offer coaching and advice. The Group now has over 120 players registered for weekly
updates/invites and has 70 players who regularly attend over the four weekly sessions. They have
competitive play on a Monday in a Ladder League format plus two sessions on a Tuesday incorporating
coaches and seeded play. The session on a Thursday is for Drills, Coaching and Introducing New players to
the sport. The group prides itself on being welcoming to all and offering a combination of a safe place to
learn and develop your game as well as ample opportunities for competitive play at a good skill level.



Coaching with English No. 1s — Louis Laville and Thaddea Lock

On 15%™ January, Louis and Thaddea came to Runnymede Royals to undertake some intensive coaching of
32 players plus do two exhibition matches — one singles and one mixed doubles. The coaching was
intensive with excellent demonstrations from our No. 1 players and this was followed by individual
guidance and advice on specific shots. The players response was extremely positive and the day was
deemed to be a huge success.

Let me know if other Clubs would like us to set up a similar event.

Merchandise — U.K. Pickleball Shop

U.K. Pickleball Shop is your one stop shop for all things pickleball in the U.K. and Europe. Owner Jane
McGuire, ably assisted by Mike Daly, has been a huge supporter of pbE since its inception. They are keen
pickleball players and provide an excellent service to all players who need pickleball equipment. They offer
a fantastic range of paddles, balls, bags and nets from top brands, giving you plenty of options! They also
offer discounted complete sets to help Clubs/Groups get going. In particular they are great people to talk
to if you are buying your first paddle or looking to upgrade and want some advice. They also have a great
range of items which you could purchase as gifts for the pickleball players in your life:
www.pickleball.co.uk.

Pickleball Leadership Certification
A PLC course is scheduled to take place in Hertfordshire on 12 February and we are keen to run more of
these courses during 2022.



Taster Sessions

Danbury Sports Centre
Enfield Drill Hall

Windsor Lawn Tennis Club
Future Events in the Region:
Hertfordshire Festival
Milton Keynes Festival

Hertfordshire Mixed Doubles Tournament

Sue Harris
pbE South East Regional Director

Thursday 13 January
Sunday 23 January

Sunday 23 January

Saturday 12 March
Saturday 16 April/Sunday 17 April

Saturday 3 September



