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Hello South East Region,

I and the County Reps supporting pbE in the South East Region thought it would be helpful to send out a
monthly newsletter to Clubs within the Region.

We felt this would be a useful way of keeping everyone informed of the various initiatives and future
plans.

Visiting Clubs

Once lockdown was eased, all the County Reps have been visiting Clubs in their areas and helping with
coaching and introducing the sport to those new to it. Two new venues have been set up in Greater
London over the past few weeks. Gunnersbury Park, a Better Leisure facility, headed by Gill Sinclair. The
Drill Hall in Enfield also have organised a taster session in January being run by David Bunguard and
Christine Neyndorf. Other new clubs include Bromley and APPC.

Tournaments and Festivals

Many of us participated in the Texas Open in Milton Keynes and the Milton Keynes Festival organised by
Lou Stephens and her team where it was good to catch up with so many old friends.

A very well organised and successful Mixed Doubles tournament was held in Hertfordshire in September.
Young Talented Players
Some of the best young players in the Country fought it out to become the Under 25 National Champion in

October 2021. The quality of the play in every game was superb. 1% place — Daniel Wren, 2" place — Peter
Hitchman, 3™ place — Wesley Jackson.



Dave Wood, Tournament Director commented: . “The championships took place in the spirit of fair play
and it will be great to see the progression of all the competitors ready for the Championships next year”.

Garden Party

The Region hosted a Pickleball Garden Party BBQ and Art Exhibition in July raising the fabulous sum of
£1,400 for pbE. We plan to make this an annual event. Thanks to the organising committee of David
Bungard, Lou Stephens and Gillian Collinson and to artists Emma Robins, Salli Griffith and Seamus Cuddihy.
Coaching Session with English No. 1s

In July we organised a coaching session in Hertfordshire for 48 people with English No. 1s, Thaddea Lock
and Louis Laville. This involved 24 3.0s and below, on 6 courts for 2 hours, an exhibition match and 24,
3.5s and above, on 6 courts for 2 hours. This was a hugely successful event and we plan to organise other
similar coaching days. Another similar event has been organised for RRPC in January which we hope will
be the first of many for the Region in 2022.

Pickleball Leaders

The Pickleball Leaders Certification Programme was launched this year with 12 people from the South East
participating in the session led by the North West Regional Director, Elaine Shallcross. Further PLC sessions
are being organised in Hertfordshire.

Breaking news .......

Interclub League

We are in the process of creating an Interclub League in the South East Region which we are going to pilot
in Surrey. Our goal is to start these Interclub matches at the beginning of 2022. There has been a lot of
interest in participating with 28 Teams having registered. Thanks to Chris Mitchell for initiating a proposal
and Leagues and thanks to David Bungard and Andre Strachan for their engagement in developing this

pilot project for Surrey and the surrounding area.

Please let us know if there is anything you would like us to include in the newsletter and please would you
share this email with your Club members.

Other news from the South East Region

There is a page on the pbE website which contains information and events happening in the South East.
Save the dates

Saturday 12 March Hertfordshire Festival

16/17 April Milton Keynes Festival
Under 25 National Championships

Saturday 3 September Hertfordshire Mixed Doubles Tournament



Membership

On behalf of pbE, we would also appreciate it if you would encourage all your members to sign up to pbE.
Registration is free.

Wishing you all a very Merry Xmas and a prosperous New Year.

Sue Harris
pbE South East Regional Director



